The Motown Music Lounge Tour came to town and the Rnation family was "in the house".  Jay $ caught up with Sharissa for an exclusive interview.  She definitely has big things in store for 2002.  Peep what she had to say:

Where are you from?

I'm from Edenwald in the Bronx.  I was born in Brooklyn, but I'm Bronx raised.  I represent Edenwald because (if I didn't) all of my friends would be like, "What……Oh no she didn't!" (she laughs)

How did you get into music?

I started singing early on in school…doing choruses, glee clubs, and all of that.  My first project was a band.  I was in a band.  I've been singing for a while.  Actually, I started thirteen years ago.  I've been on Beanie Sigel's project, Carl Thomas, Benzino, Memphis Bleek, Henchman…… I've been working and now this is my debut solo album "No Half  Steppin'".  It's coming to you  February, 26th !!!!  It's hot!!  I've been blessed.  Also, I did something with Wyclef for his new album.  It's real hot! It's gangsta!!.... him (Wyclef), myself, and Nate Dogg.  It's gangsta!!

I've done my research on you.  I found out that you are a "hip hop head".

Yeah!….crazy hip hop.  You can see, I love it!!  I did a whole mixtape where I'm just singing over beats.  You can download it off of my website: www.sharissa.com .  It's on there.  It's a freestyle mixtape.  I have 11 songs on there and I'm just singing over beats…mad beats.  I just wrote songs and laid them down.  It's bangin'.  I'm very happy.  I've been blessed.  That's not my album, though.  It's not out until  February 26th.

Who were some of your influences ?

Gladys Knight, Deniece Williams, The Emotions, Whitney Houston…….Anita Baker, Patti Labelle.  I studied them.  I watched them.  I would mimic them.  Everything they would do, I would do.  Like with Patti, the things that she does on stage is not acting.  I'm like ….she's feeling it and that's why people dig them.  I dig into myself to get that out.

What's the deal with your video for "Any Other Night"?  You are going to have sistas, that are peeping your video,  try to do what you do.  When that brotha comes to the door, they are going to have another dude there and not let that brotha in.  You are going to have people getting their windows smashed.  Brothas are going to be camping out in front of houses. (laughs)

You know what, this has been going on.  It's all good.  Men….they've been doing it for years.  They have been doing it for years and enough is enough.  My mother always  told me, "Wait kills man."  You can wait but so long.  You saw me….I was trying to call dude.  I want him, but I don't have time to waste.  The minute you step off, someone else is going to step in.  That's how it is.

What can we expect from your album?

Truth…….truth in all types of relationships.  I have "I Can't Wait".  I have "I'm Waiting"…. which my dude gets locked up, but I'm waiting for him because he's my dude.  I love him.  If it's 25 to life, I'm there.  If I was with dude while he was doing what he was doing, why can't I hang with him?  You know what I mean.  It's kinda real like that.  Even though some people might be like, "25 years!!", but love will have you doing some things!!  If you love somebody, you must be faithful in it…..and loyal.  On "Over a Man", my girl thinks I want her man and wants to fight.  I got "Issues" on the album….. "Thug Love", "All These Years".  It's truth…….it's life.

Did you do the majority of the writing on the album?

I got a lot of help.  Lil' Mo wrote on the album….Jon B, Tank.  I got a lot of help and love on it.  There's wonderful production….Trackmasters, Bryce Wilson, Tank, Jon B, Gerald Issac, Mark Batson, Ed Rock.

If you hadn't chosen to be a professional singer, what other career path would you have chosen?

Nursing…. I definitely would have chosen nursing.  I'm a caregiver.  I always want to take care of something.  I don't care if it's a dog or whatever.…… I'm trying to care of something.  I definitely would have been a nurse.  It hurts my heart to see someone else in pain.  I would want to give them whatever.  I would be like, "Here….Give them all the drugs.  Feel better, baby!!!" (laughing)

What collaborations can we expect on your album?

Actually, I didn't.  On my album, I don't have any guest appearances.  It all came in production….you know with Trackmasters, Jon B, Tank.  C'mon…I didn't need them to be on there for it to be a hit.  They laced me.  They showed me a lot of love.  I have good friends in this industry.  I've been blessed with good friends.  That's all you need.  I've been blessed.  It's been fun.  On my mixtape, I have Busta Rhymes, Treach, Mark Curry….good gracious.  On the mixtape, we got gutter……..Henchmen style!!  I'm sangin' on this album… not singing, but sangin'.  I gave them the mixtape for the street, because they know me from the Beanie Sigel hook and things like that.  But, I sang on this album.  I went R&B on them.

What do you find to be the hardest part and most rewarding part of being an entertainer?

The scheduling is hard.  The most rewarding is being here.  I'm happy to be here.  To be in here right now…….just to be recognized….the stage last night….just for them to ask me to be there.  That means a lot to me.  That means the world to me, because I could be sitting home right now.  It means the world to me, for Motown to sign me because they thought I was that good.  I mean….they have a lot of acts they've signed.  For them to put me on this tour, it means so much to me.  Motown is a legacy in itself.  I'm happy to be here.  To hear my songs on the radio…..to see my video on television….to hit the stage and when I come out, they want to hear Sharissa….It's just a blessing.

Do you feel any pressure being on Motown, since it has such a legacy behind it?

No pressure.  You know why?  I've studied.  That's one thing that is crazy about this.  I've recorded Motown 25, Motown 30, Motown at the Apollo…all of that.  I've studied Gladys, Smokey, The Four Tops….all of them.  I've seen them and their steps.  I watched them over and over again.  I would record award shows.  That's the type of child I was.  I was very musical.  I wanted to see them and their dance steps….costumes…Diana Ross and the Supremes….you know like with Diana Ross and her eyes….when she shakes her head…all of that.  I'm happy to be here.  I've walked right into my destiny.  I'm blessed.

How much easier does it make it for you, being in a industry that you love? 

Your confidence is crazy.  No one can break you when you're confident.  The other night I was performing in Houston and the mic went out.  I could care less.  I knew that everything that I sung to that point……I slayed them and they could wait until I got my mic together…..and  I came right back and it was still on!!!  That comes with giving it all you've got.  Nobody could take it away from you.  As long as you know you gave 110% of yourself, nobody can take it away from you.  Nobody!!  They can critique it, but you know that you gave it your all.  That's all that matters.

Why did you pick "NoHalf Steppin'" as the name of the album?

Because I'm not taking any shorts with this…..I'm not taking any shorts.  Initially, I was thinking "Issues", but then I was like forget about issues.  Let's clear all of that!!  It's "No Half Steppin'", because I won't half step on anything that I have to do.  If I half step, it won't get done.  You give half….you're gonna get half.  You've got to give it your all.  You give it your all and you're gonna get it back.  No half steppin.  I ain't playin' y'all!!!  I am not playin'!!!

What has been your most memorable experience in your career thus far?

Doing the Wendy Williams show in New York.  Not to say that Wendy has been there for years, but growing up all I used to hear about was Wendy Williams.  I did a show up there about a few months ago and she was there.  She saw me perform and she liked it.  She had me come to her show.  I was on her show and that was everything, because Wendy is hot!!!  Right there, that was everything for me.  Also, I did Doug Banks.  I watched him, too.  It's like I'm livin' it up, right now.  I would love it if Arsenio Hall came back.   I've always wanted to be on "The Arsenio Hall Show".  All of this is a big thing to me.  All of this is the best part of it.

Who are some of the artists you would like to work with in the future?

Definitely Mary J. Blige…. I know she and I would rip a stage and a record.  Jay Z…I need Babyface….Whitney…..If I get Whitney…..that's my girl…..also, Stephanie Mills.  I miss Stephanie.  There are just so many.  I am open.

What advice do you have for someone trying to get into the music industry? 

You have to work on it.  You have to work for it.  You don't want it overnight.  You want to be the strongest that you can be, when it's your time.  Everyone has their time to shine and you want to be the strongest.  You want to know a little.  Well, actually, you want to know everything!! But, you want to know enough.  I want to know what I need to do to be my strongest always.  That's why we go to school.  That's why we educate ourselves….to be the best we can be at whatever it is that we want to do.  Take your time and do it.  Build yourself a track record.

When your career is over (hopefully it's never over), what do you want to leave with your fans?

That we can all make it.  I came from an area where we are not supposed to make it.  Everyday that I get up, I've made it.  You're gonna make it.  We're gonna make it.  I've got that on my mixtape.  We've gotta make it.  If you want to live, you will live and survive.  You have to want it though.  You have to.  You've gotta want it.  Nobody else can want it for you.  You have to want it for yourself and you'll be alright.  

Words of inspiration from Sharissa.  Sharissa……Jay $…..Rnation…..It's a wrap!!

For more info on Sharissa, check her site at www.sharissa.com or www.motown.com.

(Special thanks to Jasz at Universal Music)

